CITY OF ROCKPORT
MINUTES

CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING
6:30 p.m., Tuesday, February 23, 2021
Via Video Conferencing Application ZOOM

A temporary suspension of the Open Meetings Act to allow telephone or video conference public meetings was
granted by Governor Greg Abbott. These actions were being taken to mitigate the spread of COVID-19 by avoiding

meetings that bring people into a group setting and in accordance with Section 418.016 of the Texas Government
Code.

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the attorney general has said: “statutes that may be interpreted to require face-to-
face interaction between members of the public and public officials are suspended; provided, however, that the
governmental bodies must offer alternative methods of communicating with their public officials.” Public
participation is valued and citizens wishing to express their views on any topic or agenda item can either electronically
submit a Citizen Participation Form in order 1o register to speak by going to
hitps://rockport.seamlessdocs.com/f/CouncilCitizenParticipation or scanning the QR code provided on the Agenda.
Using the same form, citizens can also provide written comments to the City Secretary by 4:00 p.m. on the day of the
meeting. The Mayor will read the comments and they will be summarized in the minutes of the meeting.

On the 23" day of February 2021, the City Council of the City of Rockport, Aransas County,
Texas, convened in Regular Session at 6:30 p.m., via video conferencing application ZOOM and
notice of meeting giving time, place, date and subject was posted as described in V.T.C.A.
Government Code § 551.041.

CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT CITY COUNCIL MEMBER(S) ABSENT
Mayor Patrick R. Rios

Mayor Pro-Tem J.D. Villa, Ward 2

Council Member Michael Saski, Ward 1
Council Member Bob Cunningham, Ward 3
Council Member Andrea Hattman, Ward 4

PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION MEMBERS PRESENT
Warren Hassinger

Kim Hesley

G. Maynard Green

Ruth Davis

STAFF MEMBERS PRESENT ELECTED OFFICIALS PRESENT
City Manager Kevin Carruth

City Secretary Teresa Valdez

Director of Public Works & Building Services Mike Donocho

Community Planner Amanda Torres

Director of Finance Katie Griffin

Assistant to City Manager Kimberly Henry
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Parks & Leisure Services Director Rick Martinez
Chief of Police Greg Stevens

Opening Agenda

1. Call to Order.

With a quorum of the Council Members present, the Regular Meeting of the Rockport City Council
was called to order by Mayor Rios at 6:32 p.m. on Tuesday, February 23, 2021, via video
conferencing application ZOOM.

2. Pledge of Allegiance.
Mayor Rios led the Pledge of Allegiance to the U.S. flag.

3. Citizens to be heard.

At this time, written comments received by 4:00 p.m. on the day of the meeting, on any subject matter that is not on
the agenda, will be read by the Mayor and summarized in the minutes of the meeting. Persons wishing to address the
Council and who have registered using the Citizen Participation Form will have up to three minutes to speak. In
accordance with the Open Meetings Act, Council may not discuss or take action on any item that has not been posted
on the agenda. While civil public criticism is not prohibited, disorderly conduct or disturbance of the peace as
prohibited by law shall be cause for the chair to terminate the offender’s time to speak.

Mayor Rios said he had received two Citizen Participation Form requests to speak under Citizens
to be heard.

1) Kristie Rutledge, 1411 Dana Drive: Ms. Rutledge stated she had a 12 minute warning
from the City that the water was going to be turned off last week during the winter storm.
Ms. Rutledge asked if the City Manager, in his position on the TCAP Board, had
information about the power being turned off. Ms. Rutledge voiced concerns and stated
the City should take a serious look at all agreements.

2) Andrew Kane, 2106 Lakeview Drive: Mr. Kane stated last week was a tough week.
Mr. Kane said he would like the City to consider changing the hours when water is made
available; consider turning on earlier or off later so those who go to work during the day
can shower and check for leaks in their homes. Mr. Kane suggested the City implement
a plan for shelter services for citizens and not just City staff. Mr. Kane stated we should
learn from the past to better prepare for the future.

Consent Agenda

All consent agenda items listed are considered to be routine by the City Council and will be enacted by one motion.
There will be no separate discussion of these items unless a Council Member so requests, in which event the item will
be removed from the Consent Agenda and considered in its normal sequence on the agenda.

4. Deliberate and act on approval of Regular Meeting Minutes of February 9, 2021.

S. Deliberate and act on a Resolution of the City of Rockport, Texas, authorizing the
Rockport Police Department to apply for and operate a Local Border Security
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Program (Border Star) administered by the Office of the Governor for Fiscal Year 2022;
and authorizing the Mayor to act as the Executive Officer and authorized representative
in all matters pertaining to the participation in this grant program,

6. Deliberate and act on a Resolution of the City of Rockport, Texas, authorizing the
Rockport Police Department to apply for and operate an Office of the Governor,
Public Safety Office, Criminal Justice Division, DJ-Edward Byrne Memorial Justice
Assistance Grant Program grant (JAG) administered by the Office of the Governor
for Fiscal Year 2022; and authorizing the Mayor to act as the Executive Officer and
authorized representative in all matters pertaining to the participation in this grant
program.

7. Deliberate and act on a Resolution of the City of Rockport, Texas, authorizing the
Rockport Police Department to apply for and operate a State Homeland Security
Program (SHSP) , Law Enforcement Terrorism Prevention Activities (LEPTA) Grant
administered by the Office of the Governor, Homeland Security grants division for
Fiscal Year 2022; and authorizing the Mayor to act as the Executive Officer and
authorized representative in all matters pertaining to the participation in this grant
program.

8. Deliberate and act on 1! quarter Report from Rockport Cultural Arts District for
Fiscal Year 2020-2021 marketing expenditures.

9. Deliberate and act on an Ordinance of the City Council of the City of Rockport, Texas,
extending a COVID-19 pandemic Declaration of Local Disaster for the period of
February 23 — March 23, 2021; establishing rules and regulations for the duration of
the disaster; restricting certain activities; and establishing penalties for violations.

10. Deliberate and act on an Ordinance of the City Council of the City of Rockport, Texas,
extending a Declaration of Local Disaster (Hurricane Hanna) for the period of
February 23 — March 23, 2021; establishing rules and regulations for the duration of
the disaster; and establishing an effective date.

11. Deliberate and act on an Ordinance of the City Council of the City of Rockport, Texas,
extending a Declaration of Local Disaster for the period of February 19 — March 9,
2021; establishing rules and regulations for the duration of the Disaster; and
establishing an effective date. (Winter Storm Uri)

Mayor Rios called for requests to remove any item from the Consent Agenda for separate
discussion.

Mayor Rios read the captions of the Ordinances in Items 9, 10 and 11.

MOTION: Mayor Pro-Tem Villa moved to approve the Consent Agenda, as presented. Council
Member Hattman seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously.
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Public Hearings

12. Call to Order — Rockport Planning & Zoning Commission.

With a quorum of the members present, the meeting of the Rockport Planning & Zoning
Commission was called to order at 6:43 p.m. on Tuesday, February 23, 2021, in the Training Room
of the Rockport Service Center, 2751 State Highway 35 Bypass, Rockport, Texas, via video
conferencing application ZOOM.

Mayor Rios opened the Public Hearing at 6:43 p.m.

13. Conduct a Joint Public Hearing with the Planning & Zoning Commission to consider a
request to rezone property located at 1802 FM 2165; also known as 7.253 acres of land
out of a 10.345 acre tract, out of the J.W. Paup Survey, A-179, City of Rockport, Aransas
County, Texas, and said 10.345 acre tract being described in a deed of record under
Clerk’s File Number 339130, Official Public Records of Aransas County, Texas; to R-2
(2" Single Family Dwelling District) to develop an over 55-years-of-age gated
community, currently zoned R-1 (1% Single Family Dwelling District).

Mayor Rios stated he had received one Citizen Participation form from Courtney Uhr, 491 Augusta
Drive, for this Joint Public Hearing. Mayor Rios read the following statement from the Citizen
Participation form and said Ms. Uhr had also sent copies of emails, various other information, and
a letter she had submitted to Mike Donoho, Director of Public Works and Building Services:
“Opposed to this proposed re-zoning and project. Please see previous letters and videos sent to
city and newspaper in regards to this. The work that has already been done has been done in a
sneaky and corrupt way.”

Louis Oliver, 479 Augusta Drive, addressed the Council. Mr. Oliver stated the City Council should
consider the necessary improvements to the infrastructure of 2165 because of the already increased
traffic before any additional traffic is added to 2165. Mr. Oliver said the approval of this rezone
request will add additional traffic and lower property values.

Council Member Hattman said there was a question from a resident who wants to know what the
developer plans to use the property for; there is concern about the high-water table.

City Manager Kevin Carruth stated the business portion of the development will be addressed
under the next Agenda item.

Mayor Rios stated the Planning and Zoning Commission will consider this item at their meeting
on Monday, March 1, 2021, at 5:30 pm.

14. Conduct a Joint Public Hearing with the Planning & Zoning Commission to consider a
request to rezone property located at 1802 FM 2165; also known as 1.343 acres of land
out of a 10.345 acre tract, out of the J.W. Paup Survey, A-179, City of Rockport, Aransas
County, Texas, and said 10.345 acre tract being described in a deed of record under
Clerk’s File Number 339130, Official Public Records of Aransas County, Texas, to B-1
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(General Business District) to serve as a buffer between housing development, known as
Pearl Street Square, currently zoned R-1 (1% Single Family Dwelling District).

Developer Engineer Paul Lippe stated he agrees with the statement made in the previous agenda
item that the site is low. Mr. Lippe said the site will be brought up to grade.

City Manager Kevin Carruth stated that just like any other development they are required to submit
engineered drainage plans.

Mayor Rios said this Agenda item is for zoning only, not development plans.
Council Member Cunningham asked if staff recommendations considered the traffic.

Mr. Carruth stated FM 2165 is a TxDOT road and TxDOT reviews and approves access to
property.

Mayor Rios stated the Planning and Zoning Commission will consider this item at their meeting
on Monday, March 1, 2021, at 5:30 pm.

15. Adjourn - Rockport Planning & Zoning Commission.

At 6:53 p.m., the Rockport Planning & Zoning Commission adjourned.

Regular Agenda

16. Deliberate and act on first reading of an Ordinance amending the Official Zoning Map
as stipulated under Article 4.1 of the City of Rockport Zoning Ordinance Number 1027
by changing the zoning of land from R-6 (Hotel/Motel District) for property located at
345 SH 35 Bypass; also known as 28.071 acres of land out of Farm Lots 1,2 And 3, Land
Block 22, T.P. McCampbell Subdivision: a portion of the Northeast one-half of a 40.0
foot wide platted, unimproved roadway, adjacent to Farm Lots 1, 2, And 3, Land Block
21; and a portion of a 40.0 foot wide platted, unimproved roadway adjacent to Farm Lot
1,2, And 3 Land Block 22, T.P. McCampbell Subdivision, City Of Rockport, Aransas
County, Texas, according to the plat recorded in Volume 1, Pages 3 And 4, Plat Records
Of Aransas County, Texas, and being out of a called 7.311 acre tract (Tract 3) and a
called 56.463 acre tract (Tract 2), as described in a deed of record under Clerks File
Number 368317, Official Public Records Of Aransas County, Texas, to B-1 (General
Business District) to develop office space and retail space; repealing all ordinances in
conflict therewith; providing for severability; and providing an effective date.

Mayor Rios stated Council Member Hattman had filed a Conflict of Interest Affidavit with the
City Secretary and she will not be participating in discussion or voting on this item.

Brandi Karl, the applicants engineer, addressed the Council. Ms. Karl said the applicant did try to
rezone the entire parcel to B-1 (General Business District) in late 2019 and early 2020 and after
discussion with the City Council, the request was then changed to R-6 (Hotel/Motel District) and
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approved. Ms. Karl stated since then the applicant has realized he needs warehouse office space
and is requesting B-1 (General Business District).

Council Member Cunningham asked for clarification on the portion of property that would be
rezoned to B-1 (General Business District).

Community Planner Amanda Torres explained it is only the frontage portion, the remainder of the
property will continue to be zoned R-6 (Hotel/Motel District).

Ms. Karl stated the applicant want to develop a restaurant and a retail area with a pavilion, wedding

chapel and walkability. Ms. Karl said a site plan has not yet been submitted and the applicant is
still deciding what he wants to do.

Council Member Cunningham asked Ms. Torres if the Planning and Zoning Commission
recommended approval.

Ms. Torres answered the Planning and Zoning Commission did recommend approval of the rezone
request.

MOTION: Mayor Pro-Tem Villa moved to approve the first reading of an Ordinance amending
the Official Zoning Map as stipulated under Article 4.1 of the City of Rockport Zoning Ordinance
Number 1027 by changing the zoning of land from R-6 (Hotel/Motel District) for property located
at 345 SH 35 Bypass; also known as 28.071 acres of land out of Farm Lots 1, 2 And 3, Land Block
22, T.P. McCampbell Subdivision: a portion of the Northeast one-half of a 40.0 foot wide platted,
unimproved roadway, adjacent to Farm Lots 1, 2, And 3, Land Block 21; and a portion of a 40.0
foot wide platted, unimproved roadway adjacent to Farm Lot 1, 2, And 3 Land Block 22, T.P.
McCampbell Subdivision, City Of Rockport, Aransas County, Texas, according to the plat
recorded in Volume 1, Pages 3 And 4, Plat Records Of Aransas County, Texas, and being out of a
called 7.311 acre tract (Tract 3) and a called 56.463 acre tract (Tract 2), as described in a deed of
record under Clerks File Number 368317, Official Public Records Of Aransas County, Texas, to
B-1 (General Business District) to develop office space and retail space; repealing all ordinances
in conflict therewith; providing for severability; and providing an effective date. Council Member
Saski seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously.

17. Deliberate and act on second and final reading of an Ordinance amending Chapter 58,
Article II (Unclaimed Property) to add the collection of reasonable expenses in
circumstances where the rightful owner of abandoned and unclaimed property valued
$500.00 or more claims the property before the lawful sale and dispoesition of such

property; providing for cumulative and conflicts and severability clauses; and providing
an effective date.

Mayor Rios said there had been no changes in format or content since Council approved the first
reading on February 9, 2021.

MOTION: Mayor Pro-Tem Villa moved to approve the second reading of an Ordinance
amending Chapter 58, Article II (Unclaimed Property) to add the collection of reasonable expenses
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in circumstances where the rightful owner of abandoned and unclaimed property valued $500.00
or more claims the property before the lawful sale and disposition of such property; providing for
cumulative and conflicts and severability clauses; and providing an effective date. Council
Member Hattman seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously.

18. Hear and deliberate on presentation of City of Rockport Police Department 2020 Bias
Based Profiling Report.

Chief of Police Greg Stevens called the Council’s attention to the 2020 Bias Based Profiling
Report. Chief Stevens stated since the Rockport Police Department is a Best Practices Department
we file a Bias Based Report in addition to a Racial Profiling Report. Chief Stevens briefly
reviewed the Bias Based Profiling Report.

Council Member Cunningham stated so many people come into Rockport from other areas and
asked if there is a means to break-out the stats for that.

Chief Stevens answered the Report does not do that, and it would be valuable to know that
information.

19. Hear and deliberate on status of COVID-19 and response efforts.

Mayor Rios stated Winter Storm Uri put COVID-19 on a back burner for a short while. Mayor
Rios said the City and County are still working on trying to get vaccines.

Council Member Hattman asked if there were any updates on the Sheriff’s Detention Center being
approved to give vaccinations.

Mayor Rios said he did not have any information on that. Mayor Rios said tomorrow there will
be people receiving the second vaccination, but this is not open to the public.

Community Relations Director Vicki Pitluk stated there have been over 500,000 deaths in the
United States and that is the reason for the flags being flown at half-staff. Ms. Pitluk said there
have been 842 confirmed positive cases in Aransas County, 51 are active cases, 33 fatalities and

269 probable cases. Ms. Pitluk added that experts say the numbers are going to be low because of
the winter storm.

Council Member Cunningham commended Aransas County Commissioner Wendy Laubach for
the good information she posts about the availability of vaccinations in Beeville and Victoria.

20. Hear and deliberate on status of Winter Storm Uri and response efforts.

Mayor Rios said Winter Storm Uri is the eighth declared disaster for Rockport since 2017. Mayor
Rios stated in many ways Hurricane Harvey hit Rockport and was over; this Winter storm affected
power, water, food and fuel supply. Mayor Rios said the City is recovering fairly well. Mayor
Rios stated there is chatter in Rockport comparing us to other communities in how we responded
to this Winter storm. Mayor Rios explained we are not the same as the communities we are being
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compared to; we are a community of second homes — over 800 in Key Allegro — and a lot of stilt
and pier and beam homes whose owners were not here to wrap pipes so the ability to turn off 1000
garden hoses was lost and that left a lot of running water after the freeze. Mayor Rios stated the
City was chasing leaks during the day which cannot be done at night and we did the best we could;
at one point we were losing more water than we were receiving — Nueces County lost their pumps
and the ability to pump from Choke Canyon. Mayor Rios declared we are back now and there is
a delay in removing the boil water notice because we are in line for testing just like every other
community sending water for testing. Mayor Rios informed everyone five members of the ERCOT
Board have resigned and all last week he had been in contact with Senator Kolkhorst. Mayor Rios
said it was a long week for staff with a lot of working hours; staff in ditches mucking out lift
stations in the freezing cold and dirty conditions. Mayor Rios expressed he was happy staff could
come back to the Service Center to clean up and then return to work. Mayor Rios said homeowner
associations helped walked areas and identify leaks for City staff, and they offered to buy lunches
for our teams. Mayor Rios stated he has received hundreds of emails from people understanding
what the City was up against. Mayor Rios thanked employees for their hard work; they were here
working and had their own problems at their homes. Mayor Rios declared he and his wife were
personally going through the same problems as everyone else in the City. Mayor Rios thanked
everyone who appreciates what the City does.

Mayor Pro-Tem Villa thanked the City of Portland for providing the water truck.

Mayor Rios said ironically water had been the subject of discussion at the last Mayor’s group
meeting and Portland had just purchased the water truck. Mayor Rios stated the City of Portland
brought the water truck to Rockport on Sunday and 79 vehicles were given five gallons of water

in a little of over four hours — probably 120 families — in the next round 70 vehicles were given
water.

City Manager Kevin Carruth said he was having technical difficulties and could not get the Council
and public to see the PowerPoint presentation on Winter Storm Uri and response efforts, he had
prepared. (It has been inserted below.)

City Council Meeting
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Mr. Carruth stated there have been 1559 new subscribers to Code Red.
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Parks and Leisure Services Director Rick Martinez said his staff are trying to repair the ground at
the fields for future use. Mr. Martinez stated the Little League tryouts are this weekend.
Mr. Martinez said there were some issues at the pool and they are working on remedies for those
issues.

Mayor Rios expressed this Winter storm was felt by everyone, while Hurricane Harvey affected
only us. Mayor Rios said we could not go anywhere during the Winter storm and no one could
help us.

Director of Public Works and Building Services Mike Donoho stated from an emergency
management prospective and public works prospective, we were not prepared for a freeze event,
but we handled it very well. Mr. Donoho said the City kept the water system going for as long as
we could and the City’s Public Works staff were not the only people working — Parks staff, Code
Enforcement and EMS staff were looking for leaks and utility billing staff were taking telephone
calls. Mr. Donoho expressed the City did a really good job with the water system and he has
received a couple of emails about the times the water was turned on and then off and that is
something that will be considered. Mr. Donoho declared City staff is part of the community and
they do not focus on their families, they focus on the community — this is a team effort, and it is
very hurtful when untruths are spread throughout the community.

Mayor Rios reminded everyone that 40% of the community was evacuated before Hurricane
Harvey and there were fewer people to service and for this winter storm everyone was still here.
Mayor Rios stated Mr. Carruth, Mayor Pro-Tem Viila and himself attended the Emergency
Operations Center meetings everyday during the storm.

Council Member Saski thanked everyone for all the hard work and especially thanked the people
that know how hard the City worked. Council Member Saski said he is proud to be in Rockport;
people are out there caring and checking and not looking to trash and demean other people.
Council Member Saski stated we lost power temporarily and the rest of the world went through
way more and they do so everyday. Council Member Saski expressed God Bless You to all the
people helping.

Council Member Hattman thanked Mr. Donoho for his explanation and she understands City staff
worked really hard. Council Member Hattman said we can learn from this and can do better but
everyone did a great job!

Council Member Cunningham gave credit to Council Member Hattman for passing along
information on social media.

Mayor Pro-Tem Villa thanked the Fulton Fire Department for opening the shelter for people.

Mayor Rios thanked the Lamar Fire Department and the Fulton Community Church for also
opening shelters.

Keith Allen, 129 South Veme Street, addressed the Council. Mr. Allen advised everyone if they
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have a generator to start it and make sure it is ready to go when you need it.

Council Member Cunningham asked if Mr. Donoho and his staff will be doing a debriefing and
could the results of that be published in some way.

Mayor Rios stated there will be an after-action review.

21. Reports from Council.
At this time, the City Council will report/update on all committee assignments, which may
include the following: Aransas County Alliance Local Government Corporation; Aransas
Pathways Steering Committee; Building and Standards Commission; Coastal Bend Bays and
Estuaries Program; Coastal Bend Council of Government; Coastal Bend Mayors Group; Park
& Leisure Services Advisory Board; Planning & Zoning Commission; Rockport-Fulton
Chamber of Commerce; Aransas County Storm Water Management Advisory Committee;
Rockport Cultural Arts District, Swimming Pool Operations Advisory Committee; Tourism
Development Council; Tree & Landscape Committee; YMCA Development Committee;
Texas Maritime Museum, Fulton Mansion, Rockport Center for the Arts, Aransas County,
Aransas County Independent School District, Aransas County Navigation District, Town of

Fulton, and Texas Municipal League. No formal action can be taken on these items at this
time,

There were no reports from Council.
Executive Session

City Council will hold an executive session pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 551 of the
Texas Government Code, in accordance with the authority contained in:

22. Section 551.074 Personnel Matters — deliberate the appointment, employment,

evaluation, reassignment, duties, discipline, or dismissal of a public officer or employee:
Chief of Police.

At 7:53 p.m., Mayor Rios convened the Rockport City Council into an executive session pursuant
to provisions of Chapter 551 of the Texas Government Cade, in accordance with the authority
contained in Section 551.074 Personnel Matters - deliberate the appointment, employment,

evaluation, reassignment, duties, discipline, or dismissal of a public officer or employee: Chief of
Police.

Open Session

City Council will reconvene into open session pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 551 of
the Texas Government Code to take any actions necessary related to the executive sessions
noted herein, or regular agenda items, noted above, and/or related items.

At 8:21 p.m., Mayor Rios reconvened the Rockport City Council into open session pursuant to the
provisions of Chapter 551 of the Texas Government Code to take any necessary actions related to
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the executive sessions noted herein, or regular agenda items, noted above, and/or related items.
No action was taken.
23. Adjournment.

At 8:21 p.m., Council Member Hattman moved to adjourn. Motion was seconded by Council
Member Saski. Motion carried unanimously.

APPBGVED:

yor

ATTEST:

WL

Teresa Valdez, City Secr&ry
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