








for cumulative and conflicts and severability clauses; and providing an effective date. 

City Manager Kevin Carruth said last fall the City received some property and went through the 
statutory process and could not find the owner of the property. Mr. Carruth stated the court gave 
the property to the City and then the owner claimed the property; the City gave the property back 
to the owner, but this did identify a weakness in our current Ordinance-there is no way to recover 
expenses (advertising, legal notices, handling fees, etc.) Mr. Carruth explained staff would like 
for taxpayers to be reimbursed for these costs and the proposed Ordinance allows for this. 
Mr. Carruth added the owner in the case he mentioned did indicate he would pay the costs. 

Mayor Rios said he did see where this could be an issue and a weakness is our current ordinance 
had been uncovered. 

Mayor Pro-Tern Villa asked what happens if the expenses are more than the property is worth. 
Mayor Pro-Tern asked if there was a statute of limitations on this. 

Mr. Carruth answered once the City has gone through the statutory redemption period, it is the 
City's property. Mr. Carruth said the City does not have to give the property back to the owner if 
the owner does not want to pay for the expenses incurred. 

Council Member Cunningham said the wording in the Ordinance states the Chief of Police shall 
collect. Council Member Cunningham asked if we want to use the word "may" collect. 

Chief of Police Stevens stated his preference is the "may" discretion not be given. Chief Stevens 
said this cause equity issues and he recommended the "shall" be left as is in the Ordinance. 

Council Member Hattman stated she agreed. 

MOTION: Council Member Hattman moved to approve the first reading of an Ordinance 
amending Chapter 58, Article II (Unclaimed Property) to add the collection ofreasonable expenses 
in circumstances where the rightful owner of abandoned and unclaimed property valued $500.00 
or more claims the property before the lawful sale and disposition of such property; providing for 
cumulative and conflicts and severability clauses; and providing an effective date. Mayor 
Pro­Tern Villa seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously. 

17. Hear and deliberate on status of COVID-19 and response efforts.

Council Member Cunningham said he received a notice from the Director of Public Affairs, late 
this afternoon, that Wal Mart Pharmacies in Texas will be receiving vaccines and the Rockport 
Wal Mart is on that list. Council Member Cunningham stated the City may want to add that link 
to the information on the City's website. 

Mayor Pro-Tern Villa said he had also received this notice. 

Mayor Rios said the City and County is starting to prepare for the administration of the second 
COVID shots which should be coming up in another week or two. Mayor Rios stated there has 
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